
FINDING � RIG� P�H FOR 
C�L�GE � C��R SU�ESS

NEED ASSISTANCE OR MORE INFORMATION?
SouthDakota.MappingYourFuture.org 

1-800-374-4072 • feedback@mappingyourfuture.org  

Contact Mapping Your Future for more information about the college
planning and financial aid reminders texting program.

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •

IT'S NEVER T� EAR� TO P�P�E 
F�R LIF� AFT�R �GH SCH�L!

�NK AB�UT YOUR FUTU�
Some people know from an early age exactly what they want to be and how they plan to get there.  

Not all of us are so sure of our plans, though, and that's okay too. School is a place for exploring what 

interests you, for finding out about careers, and for learning about yourself and the world.

C���
As you think about what career you want to 
pursue, ask yourself these questions:

• • What do I love doing?

• • What subjects are easy for me?

• • What are my hobbies?

You can find help with career planning:

• • Take different kinds of classes and read 
different books to find a subject that 
fascinates you.

• • Ask your school counselor about taking a 
career assessment test.

• • “Shadow,” or observe, someone who works 
in that field to get an idea of what the work 
might be like.

• • Visit Mapping Your Future 
(MappingYourFuture.org/PlanYourCareer) 
and use the CareerShip® tool.

• • Visit www.bls.gov/ooh, the federal 
government’s Bureau of Labor Statistics 
Occupational Outlook Handbook, which tells 
you which career fields are expected to have 
future job growth.

MEET REQUIREMENTS
Check with your high school counselor to make sure 
you are taking the right classes to meet graduation 
requirements. The state of South Dakota requires each 
student’s Personal Learning Plan must document a 
minimum of 22 credits including the following: 

•  Four units of Language Arts 

•  Three units of Mathematics 

•  Three units of Science 

•  Three units of Social Studies

•  One unit of Fine Arts 

•  One-half unit of Personal Finance or Economics 

•  One-half unit of Physical Education 

•  One-half unit of Health or Health Integration

•  1 unit any combination of Approved CTE, Capstone 
Experience, World Language

•  5 1/2 Units of Electives  

Remember, some colleges or universities or scholarship 
programs may have more rigorous high school 
requirements. Be sure to review the admissions or 
scholarship requirements for any program. One 
example is the South Dakota Opportunity Scholarship at 
https://sdos.sdbor.edu.

If you already have colleges in mind that interest you, 
check what classes they require for admission. These 
may differ from what the state of South Dakota requires 
for graduation and may require that you take additional 
classes for admission into the college of your choice.

Your specific learning plan may have additional 
requirements if you are seeking  Advanced 
Endorsements. See more information at https://
doe.sd.gov/gradrequirements/documents/1118-
Infographic.pdf.

CHALLENGE YOURSELF
In addition to meeting the minimum requirements 
when you are choosing what classes to take while 
you are in high school, be sure to challenge yourself. 
Take more challenging courses like upper-level 
mathematics, and you will prove that you can work hard 
to succeed academically. Ask your school counselor 
about enrolling in Advanced Placement (AP) or Dual 
Credit or Enrollment classes, and how you can earn 
college credit by doing so. As a South Dakota high 
school student, you can take dual credit courses  
through any of the Regent institutions for about $48  
per credit hour.  

GET GOOD GRADES
The grades you get now are included in the record 
college admissions offices will see when you start 
applying to colleges. By doing the best that you can, you 
will have an impressive high school grade point average 
(GPA) and will have developed the study habits and 
skills needed to succeed in college.

LEARN ABOUT PAYING FOR COLLEGE
Many students worry that tuition and the other 
educational costs will be out of reach. But don't let that 
stop you. It's only part of the picture. Most students 
receive some kind of financial aid to help pay for 
the cost of their education. With determination and 
financial aid assistance, you can make your educational 
dreams come true.

START SAVING NOW
An important thing to continue doing, or to start if  
you haven’t already, is to save everything you can for 
your educational expenses. Every dollar you can save 
will help!

TYPES OF FINANCIAL AID
Also be aware that financial aid may be available to you, 
and there are several types:  

•  Scholarships – Money you do not have to pay back.

•  Grants – Money you do not have to pay back.

•  Loans – Money you have to pay back.

•  Work-Study – Money you earn that does not have to 
be paid back.

CONSIDER YOUR FINANCIAL  
LIFE AFTER HIGH SCHOOL
One of the best things you can do right now to ensure 
that you will be successful in your life after high school 
is to begin educating yourself about money. Many 
decisions you will make about your future will impact 
your personal finances so it’s important to have a good 
understanding of money management.

You can find money management resources on

MappingYourFuture.org at

 http://mappingyourfuture.org/money. 

Visit SouthDakota.MappingYourFuture.org   •   Call 1-800-374-4072   •   Email feedback@mappingyourfuture.org  
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AUGUST
• Save money from your summer job for college.
• Review your career plans and decide which type of

postsecondary school is best for you.
• List your top college choices.
• Request admissions information and school catalogs.
• Compare costs of each school that interests you by

contacting the colleges by phone, mail, or via their
websites.

• Plan and go on college visits.
• Collect letters of recommendation from your

teachers to include with your college applications.
• Start brainstorming about ideas for your college essays.
• Continue to take challenging courses during your

senior year.
• Stay focused on maintaining or increasing your GPA.
• Obtain registration materials and test dates for the

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) and/or ACT assessment.

SEPT�MB�R 
• Mark your calendar with registration, admissions,

and financial aid deadlines and fees.
• Create separate folders for each of the schools that

interest you and keep the materials organized.
• Begin writing drafts of your college essays.
• Start completing early admission college

applications.
• Meet with school representatives who visit your

high school.
• Develop a college application resume to highlight

your activities, achievements, etc.
• Look at virtual tours of college campuses online.
• If you haven't already taken the SAT and/or ACT,

register for the test(s).
• Ask employers, teachers, and guidance counselors

for letters of recommendation to accompany your
admissions applications.

• Set up your FSA ID (and your parent will need one,
too) and start gathering information so you can
complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid
(FAFSA) at StudentAid.gov as early as October 1.

OCT�B�R 
• Take the SAT and/or ACT.
• Complete your FAFSA online at StudentAid.gov to

determine your financial aid eligibility.
• Watch for the e-mail notice indicating your Student

Aid Report (SAR) is ready.
• Review your SAR for errors and make any

corrections as indicated.
• Attend college planning and/or financial aid

information nights and college fairs.
• Visit your top school choices. If possible, make

appointments with faculty, staff, and students.
• Meet with your counselor to develop a college

admission and financial aid application plan.
• Contact the schools' financial aid offices to determine

which forms they require. Some schools may require
special forms.

N�V�MB�R 
• Complete admissions applications by their deadlines.
• If necessary, register to retake the SAT and/or ACT.

Watch the deadlines to register. Most seniors want to
achieve their final score by the December test date.

• Request financial aid forms and applications. Double
check the deadlines for submission.

• Complete applications for every scholarship for
which you may be eligible.

• Follow up to ensure your employers, teachers, and
counselors send letters of recommendation.

• Stay focused on maintaining and increasing
your GPA.

DEC�MB�R 
• Finish admissions applications.
• Research and apply for other financial aid, including

grants and scholarships.
• Watch for early admissions notices.
• Research deadlines at the college you plan to

attend, such as for housing applications, school-
specific financial aid applications and deadlines.

• Organize scholarships, certificates, articles, etc. to
illustrate your achievements and create a portfolio
to display them.

JANUARY 
• Keep a watch out for scholarship applications and

make notes of the deadlines. Get an early start
completing them.

F�BRUARY
• Research Advanced Placement (AP) or College-Level

Examination Program (CLEP) exams.

MARCH
• Check with the financial aid offices to ensure your

paperwork is complete. Be on the lookout for
acceptance letters.

• Start looking for summer jobs.

APRIL
• Compare financial aid award letters.
• Make your final school decision, and mail deposits,

as required.
• Notify the schools you have chosen NOT to attend.
• Plan for registration, orientation, and housing, and

mark your calendar with important dates.

MAY 

• Be aware of any summer orientation sessions that
you must attend at the school in which you will
enroll, and make plans accordingly.

• Prepare a realistic student budget.
• Follow up with your high school to ensure the

counselor forwards your final school transcripts to
the college.

• Request college transcripts for any dual credit
courses you took in high school, a copy for you and
a copy for the college you plan to attend.

JUN� 
• Plan for college transportation, parking pass, etc.
• Follow up with the financial aid office to ensure all

paperwork is complete.
• Attend or register to attend college orientation.
• Register or find out when to register for the

fall semester.

JU� 
• Make copies of your financial aid forms, health forms,

etc. for your files to aid in resolving future issues.
• Prepare for the new adventures that await you

on campus!
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MONTH SPECIFIC TIPS
OCT�B�R 
Register for and take the PSAT/NMSQT Test that 
will be held in October. 

By taking the PSAT/NMSQT, you can gain 
knowledge that will assist you when it comes 
time to take the SAT. Also, by taking this test, you 
will be eligible for the National Merit Scholarship 
Competition. 

You may also want to consider registering for 
the ACT or SAT offered in the spring of your 
junior year if you haven't taken it already. If you 
aren't pleased with your score, you will still have 
another opportunity your senior year to take the 
test again. Your name will be placed on college 
and university mailing lists as a prospective 
student.

MAY
Set up a savings plan for summer earnings.

Are you planning to work during the summer 
before your senior year of high school? Set up 
a plan, determining the portion of your earnings 
you'll save to help pay your college expenses. 
This savings plan will reduce the amount you’ll 
need to borrow for college.

Your high school junior year is the best time to explore the possibilities ahead of you - whether those possibilities include college, 
travel, or a career. Now is the time to ask questions about your future, shadow a job, visit colleges, take interest surveys, and set 
up a checking and/or savings account. Your junior year is the last complete year that colleges may review, so it's important to 
maintain good grades. Keep in close touch with your high school counselor about your grades and course selection.

S�NI�R Y�AR C�LL�G� P�P TIMELIN�

START Y�UR COLLEG� SEARCH
Attend college fairs and college financial aid sessions. 
Start to think about visiting some college campuses to 
see which ones suit you. Continue to research colleges 
by visiting websites or college fairs, by reviewing 
college applications, books, and guides, or by talking 
to admissions representatives. By doing this you will 
get an idea of what's required and take the mystery 
out of the process. 

EXPLO� CAR�R INT��ST PATHS
Discuss possible career paths with your high school 
counselor, based on your interests. Ask your counselor 
about a computer-based career and educational 

guidance system. 

C�AT� A �SUME 
Your resume should reveal something about you 
outside of school. The college or university to which 
you are applying will already know your grades 
and test scores since these are included on your 
school transcript. Items that should be included are 
school activities, community service, sports awards, 
academic recognition, personal hobbies, and work 
experience.

P�PAR� F�R THE ACT OR SAT
When researching colleges, be sure to note whether 
they require the SAT or ACT assessment. Some 
colleges will require or recommend one or the other, 
others accept either. Your counselor also can provide 
guidance. Prepare for the test(s) you plan to take. 
For more information, talk with your high school 
counselor. 

ME�T WITH Y�UR C�UNSELOR
Are the courses you are taking or are scheduled 
to take in high school meeting college admission 
requirements? Talk to your counselor about taking 
more challenging courses such as honors, college 
prep, dual credit, or Advanced Placement courses. 
Ask about any courses that you can take that may 
help you decide if a particular career direction is right 
for you. Discuss whether or not you should take the 
College Level Examination Program (CLEP) tests. 
Also, remember to maintain good grades. 

�AD, �AD, AND �AD 
SOME MO�! 

STAY ACTIV� IN  
EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
While your grades in high school are important, 
colleges also look at what you do outside the 
classroom. They like to see that you are involved in 
sports, student government, and community activities, 
and that you take on leadership roles when available. 

DISCUSS C�LL�G� FINANCES  
WITH Y�UR FAMI� 
When performing your college search, you need to 
know how much your family will be able to contribute 
to your college education. Always remember, just 
because a college may seem expensive and out of 
your reach, never assume anything. There are several 
types of financial aid that may enable you to attend a 
college that seems too expensive.

ATT�ND A FINANCIAL AID NIGHT
Many schools will hold a financial aid night in the 
fall. Make sure to attend one. To learn more about 
financial aid, visit SouthDakota.MappingYourFuture.
org or StudentAid.gov. If you haven't already, start 
researching scholarships through the Internet, local 
businesses, and your high school counselor's office. 
If you have already started, continue searching. 
Register for free online scholarship searches and visit 
scholarship search sites. 

START T� BUILD G�D C�DIT.
Open checking and savings accounts if you have not 
already done so. Practice good money management 
by creating a budget.

SAV�, SAV�, SAV�  
MON�Y F�R C�LL�G�!

QUESTI�NS
Contact Mapping Your Future for assistance at 800-
374-4072 or feedback@mappingyourfuture.org.
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